Eelgrass
Essential Estuary Habitat

Eelgrass is amarine plant (seagrass) native to Oregon that forms large meadows:in

shallow waters. It-was once widespreadin.ourestuariés.

Why is eelgrass important?

Indicator of Estuarine Health
« Healthy eelgrass = healthy estuaries
« Filters and traps sediments to improve water quality
« Reduces harmful algal blooms
Supports Marine and Freshwater Biodiversity
+ Provides food and habitat for a variety of species
and supports entire food webs
« Stopping ground on migratory paths for birds and
sea turtles
Cultural Significance

« Sustains cultural practices for coastal Tribal Nations

What threatens eelgrass?

Habitat Degradation
« From pollution, dredging, sedimentation, fertilizer
runoff, and some aquaculture practices
Significant Habitat Loss
« Oregon has lost 24% of estuary habitat since 1870,
with severe declines of eelgrass in Coos Bay and
Yaquina Bay in recent years
Lack of Monitoring
 Limited data on eelgrass status and changes mean
we have limited insight into the extent of eelgrass
loss over time

Why should we protect it?

Builds Climate Resilience
+ Protects sensitive fish and shellfish from
ocean acidification
 Protects shoreline from storms and surges
» Sequesters carbon
Supports Coastal Economies & Jobs
« Nursery ground for commercially important
fish including juvenile salmon, Dungeness
crab, rockfish, and herring
« Vital for fisheries, tourism, research, and
aquaculture
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Kelp Forests

Essential Nearshore-Habitat

Kelps are large brown algae (seaweeds) that grow in shallow ocean waters that can
create underwater forests. These forests are productive ecosystems that have
historically lined Oregon’s rocky coastlines.

Why are kelp forests important?  Why should we protect
them?

Supports Marine Biodiversity
« Harbors higher biodiversity than many other ocean
habitats
« Provides habitat for rockfish, salmon, abalone, sea

Natural Climate Solution
« Protects shoreline from storms and surges

' : + Sequesters carbon
urchins, seals, sea lions and even whales

AR + Supports ecosystem resilience
Cultural Significance

Economic Benefits

« Valued by coastal Tribal Nations, divers, fishermen, .
« Preserves and strengthens commercial and

ecotourism operators, scientists, and more recreational fisheries

« Vital for fisheries, tourism, research, and
aquaculture

« The loss of kelp habitat is estimated to cost

the state more than $20million a year

What threatens kelp forests?

Significant Habitat Loss
» Oregon has lost %3 of our kelp forests in the last

decade

Ecosystem Imbalance

 Declines in predators such as sea otters and

sunflower sea stars has led to sea urchin population
growth and overgrazing on kelp

Changing Climate

« More frequent and stronger storms uproot kelp

« Marine heat waves can lead to kelp mortality
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